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1 . REPUBLICAN PEOPLE S PARTY (RPP) CHAIRMAN ECEVIT ALREADY 
HAS HIS CAMPAIGN OF RALLIES AND SPEECHES IN HIGH GEAR AND 
SEEMS TO HAVE RECAPTURED THE ENTHUSIASM OF HIS 1973 EFFORT. 

PRIMIN DEMIREL, BY CONTRAST, REPORTEDLY HAS DECIDED TO POSTPONE 
THE OPENING OF HIS CAMPAIGN UNTIL MAY 13 (I.E., AFTER THE 
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LONDON NATO MEETING). THE LARGELY PRO-ECEVIT PRESS HAS DEVOTED 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO THE ECEVIT RALLIES; NATIONAL SALVATION 
PARTY (NSP) CHAIRMAN ERBAKAN, WHO HAS ALSO STARTED CAMPAIGNING, 
RECEIVED ONLY MARGINAL PRESS ATTENTION; AND DEMIREL ALL BUT 
DROPPED FROM THE PRESS LAST WEEK. SEVERAL PRESS AND ACADEMIC 
CONTACTS HAVE OBSERVED TO US THAT. AT THIS STAGE AT LEAST, 

THE RPP APPEARS TO HOLD THE EDGE. VARIOUS NEWSPAPER POLLS, 
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ALL OF DUBIOUS METHODOLOGICAL VALIDITY, ALSO POINT TO RPP 
LEADS OF VARYING DIMENSIONS. 

2. CAMPAIGNING TOOK A VIOLENT TURN APRIL 26 WITH THE ATTACK 
ON ECEVIT AT NIKSAR (ANKARA 3170 - NOTAL), WHICH SUGGESTED 
THE POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER POLITICAL VIOLENCE. MEANWHILE, 

FATAL STUDENT CLASHES CONTINUE TO OCCUR BUT HAVE NOT AS YET 
SHOWN AN OVERT CONNECTION WITH THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 

3. EVEN BEFORE THE ATTACK ON HIM, ECEVIT MADE "DOMESTIC SECURITY" 
THE PRINCIPAL ISSUE OF HIS CAMPAIGN THIS WEEK. HE REPEATEDLY 
CHARGED PRIMIN DEMIREL WITH ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
PROBLEM OF STUDENT VIOLENCE, STATING THAT NATIONALIST ACTION 
PARTY (NAP) CHAIRMAN TURKES WAS JUST A "PISTOL," WHILE THE 
"TRULY GUILTY ONES ARE THOSE THAT USE THE PISTOL". THE JUSTICE 
PARTY (JP) RESPONDED THROUGH VARIOUS SPOKESMEN (AS PRIMIN 
DEMIREL MAINTAINED A LOW PROFILE, RESTRICTING HIS PUBLIC 
COMMENTS MAINLY TO FOREIGN POLICY CONCERNS), AMONG THEM DEP 
CHAIRMAN NURI BAYAR WHO PROCLAIMED IT A "NATIONAL CAUSE" 

TO STRUGGLE AGAINST THE RPP. 

4. ERBAKAN, IN AN EXTENSIVE SERIES OF RALLIES IN CENTRAL 
ANATOLIA, STRESSED FAVORITE THEMES IN ATTACKING THE JP, 

ITS COALITION PARTNER AND PRINCIPAL RIVAL FOR CONSERVATIVE 
VOTES: THE NSP, UNLIKE THE JP, WOULD NOT BECOME A "TRAFFIC COP 
FOR FOREIGN CAPITAL"; THE NSP WAS DEDICATED TO HEAVY INDUSTRY, 
THE JP WAS FOR "CONSTRUCTION OF COCA-COLA PLANTS AND MACARONI 
FACTORIES"; THE NSP HAD INAUGURATED 100 NEW INSTALLATIONS 
PER YEAR, THE JP "WAS UNABLE TO DECIDE ON THE LOCATION OF A 
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SINGLE FACTORY IN SIX YEARS OR COMPLETE A SLAUGHTER HOUSE IN 
TEN YEARS". TURNING TO THE RPP AND MAKING AN APPEAL FOR 
TRADITIONAL MOSLEM VOTERS, HE NOTED THAT THE RPP USED TO 
"RAID" KORAN COURSES. THERE WAS NO RESOLUTION DURING THE WEEK 
OF THE FACTIONAL DISPUTE (REFTEL) WHICH COULD DEPRIVE THE NSP 
OF ONE OF ITS ANTICIPATED BASES OF SUPPORT. 

5. BOTH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY (DP) AND REPUBLICAN RELIANCE 
PARTY (RR), ALTHOUGH WIDELY EXPECTED TO DECLINE, CONTINUED 
TO MAKE BRAVE PREDICTIONS. 

6.INTENSE ACTIVITY WITHIN EACH PARTY CONTINUES TO BE 
FOCUSED ON THE CANDIDATE SELECTION PROCESS, WHICH MUST BE 
COMPLETED BY MAY 1. THIS PROCESS IS ACCOMPANIED BY A HIGH 
LEVEL OF DISSENSION WITHIN THE PARTIES. 

7. CONSULATES GENERAL ISTANBUL AND IZMIR AND CONSULATE 
ADANA HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE PREARATION OF THIS REPORT. 
MACOMB ER 
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